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Calaveras County Garden Club Newsletter

March 2024

Hi all you Calaveras County Garden Club members!! Spring will officially arrive
on March 19t this year. Some of us are probably experiencing “cabin fever” and just
can’t wait for that nice bright sunlight and warmer days to arrive. Won't it be nice
once again to meander through our gardens and soak in all nature has to offer-
flowers, bees, birds, bright green new leaves, and all the glorious smells? I hope you
all have lots of opportunities to enjoy all that spring has to offer. And Happy St.
Patrick’s Day!!!

February 14, 2024 Meeting revisited

March 13, 2024 meeting details including sample ballot for election of officers
Hort Report/Miner’s Lettuce

Rusty’s Rose Garden Work Days

Field Trip Planning

Upcoming events



February 14, 2024 Meeting revisited...

The February meeting was held at the unique Murphys Grade restaurant in Downtown
Murphys. We had a wonderful turnout. Members were greeted with beautifully decorated
tables that included a miniature vase filled with an assortment of dried flowers for each
member to bring home (as seen above) along with some delicious Valentine’s Day candies.
Thank you so much to Joan Enns, Kathy Collins, and Connie Bowser! The meeting was
opened by Linn with a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag followed per usual by a review of old
business and discussion of new business. There were a couple of votes taken. Members
voted to approve the type of walkway improvements to be made to the Rolleri Rose garden
and also approval was given to donate $500.00 to the Feeney Park improvement project in
Murphys. When the business portion of the meeting concluded, the speaker was
introduced. And before further discussion on that, we need to pause and give a shout out
to Sharon Norris and Kris Pedroncelli! They have provided us with some fabulous speakers
so far this year!!! Thank you so much ladies!! The speaker was Linda Reavey representing
the Sierra Foothill Beekeepers association. It was so interesting to listen to her talk about
bees-she definitely has a passion for these fabulous little critters! We learned so much
about bees! For instance, did you know that bees have 5 eyes and that only bees can
manufacture honey from nectar (it can’t be made artificially)? Linda talked about the
history of humans and the relationship with bees, the bee lifecycle, bee products, and all
about keeping a bee box. It was just so interesting!! Thank you so much to Linda and her
sidekick Ken. Then it was lunch time! The restaurant served a salad bar, clam chowder,
and Todd’s sourdough bread. By all accounts, it was delish!! And then of course the
Opportunity raffle occurred with many wonderful prizes to be had!! Thank you so much to
the ladies that provided the wonderful gifts-Laura Baughman, Linn Pillsbury, Candy Myers,
and Kris Pedroncelli.

March 13, 2024 Meeting

The March 13, 2024 meeting will be held at Baldi’s at Copper Valley located at 240
Town Square, Copperopolis, CA. This restaurant serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner. If you
would like to know more about this place their phone number is 209-785-5282 and their
website is www.baldiscoppervalley.com . The speaker will be Ben Gunderson of Blooms



http://www.baldiscoppervalley.com/

and Shrooms and he is a certified grower in Calaveras County. He will be talking about how
he grows and sells flowers at farmer’s markets and discussing home farming.

Elections-During the March meeting, we will be electing officers for the next two year term-
2024-2026. Please review the following sample ballot for the nominees and note that there
is a place for write-ins as well. The voting will take place at the meeting and the results will
be announced at the meeting as well.

CALAVERAS COUNTY GARDEN CLUB
NOMINATIONS 2024-2026

PRESIDENT:

__LinnPillsbury __Catherine Brady SERIRER NI T

Hostesses for the meeting will be Sandy Sharum and Livia Arum and Opportunity will be
provided by Donna Anderson and Catherine Brady. Thank you ladies!

Check in is at 1000 am and meeting is to begin at 1030 am. Please remember to send in
your $30.00 luncheon fee no later than February 29, 2024. And also could you please
include in the check memo line what the check is for as this would be very helpful to Candy
our treasurer. Checks should be mailed to CCGC, PO Box 646, Angels Camp, CA 95222. If
you happen to miss the deadline please text Candy Myers at 209-559-5195 to make
arrangements. Hope to see everyone there!!

Hort Report

Welcome Spring!! As the days get longer and the temperatures begin to get warmer, it is
time to spend more time in your gardens and beds. The following information is excerpted
from the UC Master Gardeners of Sacramento County 2024 Gardening Guide and
Calendar-You can continue to get your beds ready for spring planting by adding compost
and amendments but continue to refrain from digging into wet soil to plant as this can
destroy your soil structure. Wait to dig or till until the soil dries out.



If you have citrus and your harvest is complete, it is time to prune after the last frost
and before spring growth. (First and last frost dates were posted in the October 2023 issue)

Keep working on your weeds-those nasty invaders will be taking off with the extended
daylight and warmth from the sun.

Not only are plants beginning to wake from their winter slumber, but so are those pesky
invertebrates-snails, slugs, aphids, and mosquitos. It is best to use the least amount of
pesticides in your gardens as these chemicals can also take out the good insects such as
bees, wasps, ladybugs, lacewings etc...... If you notice aphids on your plants, you can use a
strong spray of water from your hose to knock them off the plant. Aphids will not be able to
crawl back up onto the plant but just be sure to do this early in the morning so no danger
of sun scald will occur to your plant. For snails and slugs, you can hand pick these critters
and you can set out “traps” such as inverted pots and inverted melon rinds to attract them
and then dispose of them. For mosquitos, it is best to be sure to eliminate any standing
water such as saucers at the base of pots, those small kids swimming pools, animal dishes
that are not being used, water troughs, etc.....and always protect yourself while out and
about in the garden by wearing long sleeves and pants and using an insect repellant.

If you would like more information regarding management of these pests and many
others you can visit the following website: 2024 Gardening Guide and Calendar - Sacramento MGs
(ucanr.edu) From the opening page at the orange bars at the top, click on Gardening Guides,
then click on 2023 Resources and then you will see Pest Notes along with a lot of other
great info for home gardening.

In the ornamental/flower gardens: You can color up the garden by adding primroses,
pansies, snapdragons, candytuft, and Iceland poppies. You can continue planting the
following summer bulbs: Amaryllis (naked lady), Cannas, Dahlia, Gladiolus, and Lilies but
the time to plant these is rapidly coming to an end. March is the month that you can start
annual flower seeds such as Zinnias, Marigold, and Petunias indoors to get a head start for
transplanting into the garden. This is the time to fertilize roses as well.

For the vegetable gardens: I am going to try something a bit different this month. As
Calaveras has multiple elevations that have a direct bearing on planting times, the
following info should help with determining when it’s the best time to plant veggies at your
homestead. All of the following information is gathered from the University of California
Cooperative Extension-Central Sierra and has been prepared by the Farm Advisor’s Office
and the Master Gardener Program-Tuolumne County. But keep in mind, this is a general
guide and all planting is dependent on weather and soil temperatures.

For the Month of March:

Below 2500 feet elevation-Asparagus, Beets, Carrots, Swiss Chard, Leaf Lettuce, Onions
(dry), Potatoes (Irish), Radishes, Rhubarb, and Turnips

Above 2500 feet elevation —Asparagus, Broccoli, Cabbage, Swiss Chard, Leaf Lettuce,
Onions (dry), Peas, Radishes, Rhubarb and Spinach


https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Gardening_Guide/
https://sacmg.ucanr.edu/Gardening_Guide/

Miner’s Lettuce

Have you seen this plant while you were out and about in the county? Well then there
are a few things that you might find interesting about this green beauty. This is Claytonia
perfoliata or commonly known as Winter Purslane or Miner’s Lettuce. This is a California
native herb-no not a weed!! It is found in almost every county in California. The whole plant
is edible including the round succulent leaves and the white flowers and it has a mild taste-
it is very good in a salad! The flowers appear from February to May or June. Now go out
and forage!!! The information regarding this plant was obtained from Calscape-California
Native Plant Society. www.calscape.org

Happy Gardening!!!

Rusty’s Rose Garden Work Days

January 18th, 2024 Workday

On January 18t several members of the garden club convened at the Rusty Rolleri
Rose Garden. Catherine Brady, Cathy Cizaro, and Diana Perkins-Sillivan met and were
later joined by Rosarian Judy Dean, who was instrumental in planning, implementing, and
planting the heritage roses, and her associates Shawn Hobbs and James Winship. Together
we came up with a plan and we worked away on pruning, weeding, removing leaves and
debris and just generally tidying up the garden. We also tried to identify some of the roses
with the help of Judy. We actually did find three labels! Catherine also volunteered to run
into town and pick up some alfalfa pellets and she then sprinkled them around each rose
as a precursor to the fertilization coming in March. The garden went from looking a little
sad to nice and neat and ready for the upcoming blooming season! Thank you to all that
pitched in! It was a great day! Please enjoy the before and after pictures below!


http://www.calscape.org/

Before-Catherine working away!! After much work-Judy, Catherine, Shawn and James

And for anyone interested we are having a workday each 3rd Thursday of the month
at Rusty’s Rose Garden located at the Calaveras County Fairgrounds, 2465 Gunclub Road,
Angels Camp. These workdays are designed to have any or all members who wish to help
maintain the roses and the garden gather together and work to keep the garden looking
beautiful! We will meet at 900 am and end by 1100AM. If you would like to attend, just
show up, dressed for the weather and for working with roses. Please bring appropriate gloves
(long sleeved if possible). Also bring tools that we would use- hand pruners for sure and
loppers. Also if you would like you can bring a sack lunch and a folding chair, we can spend
a little time afterwards sitting beside the beautiful roses. This is all weather permitting-so if
it is raining the day of then the workday will be cancelled. We will notify members by email
if there is to be a cancellation. If you have any questions please contact Diana at 209-403-
6114 call or text or email at runner2056@gmail.com. Here are the dates for the next 3
months:

March 21, 2024-we will feed the roses this month. Monitor for any disease or insect
activity. Measuring and making note of supplies needed to install an irrigation system.
Weeding as needed.

April 11, 2024-Please note that due to scheduling, this date has been changed
from the 31 Thursday to the 2»d Thursday.-General clean-up, weeding, pruning of any
canes that are dead, diseased, or not producing any leaves. Begin or complete installing of
the irrigation system.

May 9th, 2024-Please note that due to the Calaveras County Fair dates of May 16tk
-May 19th this year, this date has been changed from the 34 Thursday to the 2nd
Thursday- This workday will be used to “Polish” up the garden so that it is looking
beautiful for the Fair!! We will deadhead spent blooms, complete weeding, and perform
general cleanup.

Looking forward to seeing some smiling faces out there!!


mailto:runner2056@gmail.com

Field Trip Planning

Judy Weddle has put together a fantastic field trip to a Spring Garden Tour in
Oakland and Piedmont. According to Judy, 12 members are on board to travel to this
lovely event. If you have not already signed up but still wish to be a part of this field trip,
contact Judy by calling her at home- 209-754-4706 or text at cell -209-728-4567. Please
note the early bird tickets are no longer available and so ticket price is now $35.00. Details
regarding the garden tour are in the flyer below. And if you are interested, contact Judy as
above to let her know as soon as possible.

THE HILLSIDE GARDENERS
OF MONTCLAIR
invite you to our bi-annual

Spring Garden @J
Tour -

Hpril 21, 2024

1OM - 5 PR

7 beautiful gardens in Oakland and Piedmont
Garden gift shop and plant sale
Free refreshments

Proceeds benefit local horticultural
students and conservation groups

SCAN THE
QR CODE

Photograph & design: Arthur Bloch

hillsidegardeners.com Floral artwork: Elizabeth “Joey" Hansell

And a bit more info about this event:

The Hillside Gardeners of Montclair is having a Spring Garden Tour to raise funds for
Scholarships and Conservation Programs. The Spring Garden Tour is planned for Sunday,
April 21, 2024, from 10 AM to 5 PM.

This year's tour offers seven exquisite gardens featuring expansive views, classic
landscape design, fascinating plant specimens, stunning garden art, innovative irrigation
solutions, and more. The Garden Gift Shop, located at a landmark home in the Oakland
hills, will offer edibles, annuals, perennials, succulents, and beautiful handicrafts by our
members. Attendees may visit gardens in any order. Children 12 and over are required to
have a ticket. Please do not bring dogs or strollers. Regrettably, none of the gardens on the
tour is handicap accessible due to stairs and uneven terrain. The Spring Garden Tour is
held rain or shine.



Possible Field Trip to Dragonfly Peony Farm

Many members are showing an interest in a possible trip to the peony farm in May. We
will be discussing this at upcoming meetings. Stay tuned

Upcoming Events
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Master Gardeners Demonstration Garden
891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas

The Calaveras Master Gardeners have their demo garden open every Thursday 11 am
to 4 pm located at 891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas. And on Thursday March 7,
2024 there will be a seed and scion exchange from 1130 am to 3 pm and on March 9, 2024
there will be a plant sale from 10 am to 12 pm. See above flyers for more details.
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There will be a seed and scion exchange in Mountain Ranch on February 25, 2024
from 11 am to 4 pm. Please see flyer above for details.



'The Fairy'

One of the roses offered at the upcoming auction.

The Mother Lode Rose Society will be having a bare root rose auction on March 23, 2024
that begins at 10 am. Located at the Jackson Senior Center, 229 New York Ranch Road,
Jackson, CA. Open to the public and featuring Star roses-some new and old varieties.
Please visit www.MotherLodeRose.com for details.

The Sierra Rock Garden Society will be having a spring plant sale on April 6, 2024 in
Sonora/Columbia. More details to follow in the April Newsletter.
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The Crafty Chicks Spring Market will be held on Saturday April 20th, 2024 from 10 am
to 4 pm at the Calaveras County Fairgrounds. Some of our members will be having a booth
there and you can also check out the Rolleri Rose garden while you are visiting!! See flyer
above for details.


http://www.motherloderose.com/

Want to know about events in Calaveras County? You can go to the website
www.gocalaveras for information regarding upcoming events, festivals, and things to do in
Calaveras County.

And on a final note......

The deadline for submitting information that a member would like to have posted in this
newsletter to include upcoming events, suggestions for articles, etc.. is the 17tk of the
month prior. For example, for the April 2024 issue, kindly email Diana with the info by
March 17th, 2023. Email address runner2056@gmail.com

Hellebore —Lenten rose Look Close!!l!

“I love Spring anywhere, but if I could, I would always greet it in a garden”

Ruth Stout

Calaveras County Garden Club, Inc.
PO Box 646, Angels Camp, CA 95222

www.calaverascountygardenclub.org
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