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      Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all! As the weather has cooled and we 

are having rainy days ahead, December is a nice restful month as far as gardening 

goes. However, it is the time of year that becomes very busy with holiday functions 

and get togethers. So it is a great time to take a stroll in your gardens to decompress 

and take a moment to enjoy the beauty that is present even when your plants and 

garden beds are resting.   
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November 8, 2023 Meeting revisited… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura Baughman enjoying a mystery drink at the November meeting! 

     The meeting on November 8, 2023 was held at Cascabel restaurant in downtown Angels 

Camp. We all congregated in the rustic basement which provided a wonderful old time 

atmosphere for the subject for which our speakers were to present regarding the history of 

Calaveras Big Trees. However first things first… We had a great turnout for the meeting!! 

We even had a longtime member and past President, John Randell, who attended! Before 

the meeting began, it was brought to our attention that the restaurant was in the process of 

changing wine distributors so no wine was available. But as you can see in the above 

picture, our members were quick to find a surrogate drink!  And then as usual, the old 

business and the new business was discussed. Then it was time for the guest speakers, 

Jim and Joan Allday from the Calaveras Big Trees Association, to present some wonderful 

information about the history of the Calaveras Big Trees State Park. Did you know that 
Calaveras Big Trees is the longest running tourist attraction in California? And did you 

know there used to be a big, beautiful hotel that was located there? These were just some of 

the facts along with wonderful pictures that was shared with the membership. Jim also 

shared a lot of information about the famous Pioneer Cabin Tree (as shown below) which 

met its demise when it tumbled to the ground in 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                

 



Thank you so much to both Jim and Joan! It was so informative and interesting! And now 

for some very exciting news….the members were able to vote for a name for this very 

newsletter. Thank you to everyone that submitted a name. The winner is as you may have 

noticed already is the most fun title of “Here’s the Dirt! Submitted by Laura Baughman! 

You can imagine her excitement fueled by that mystery drink when the winner was 

revealed!!!  Just another one of many fun moments we had during the meeting.  Next came 

the luncheon which was so delicious!! We were treated to a taco bar along with some rice 

and beans. Thank you as well to Cascabel and to Laura Baughman and Willi Kraus for 

organizing the venue and luncheon! Thank you also to our hostesses Elaine Shaffer, Chris 

Lestanguet, Patti Corcoran, and Nancy Murray who provided the beautiful fall themed 

center pieces. And of course lastly, we had a great entertaining opportunity raffle…Thank 

you to Elizabeth Novello, Laura Baughman, and Sandy Sharum for providing great prizes!!! 

Hort Report 

     Hello to all you gardeners!!  Winter will be officially here on December 21st this year. 

Even though many of your garden beds and plants are resting, there are some activities 

that can be done this time of year to help you feel connected to your gardens.  

     This is a great time to start dreaming and planning for the upcoming spring. It is also a 

time to reflect on all your gardening successes and disappointments of the past year and as 

part of the learning process, keep these in mind as you make your plans. Dreaming and 

planning could include browsing seed, rose, and summer bulb catalogs. You might also 

plan to try something entirely new such as a dry garden.   

     For motivation and inspiration to experiment with a dry garden, The Ruth Bancroft 

Garden located in Walnut Creek, California is one of the premiere dry demonstration 

gardens in the world.  Ruth Bancroft was a dry gardening pioneer who grew a private 

landscape at her house in Walnut Creek. She started her dry garden in the early 1970’s 

with experimenting with planting succulents and quickly moved on to agave, aloes, 

aeonium, desert palms, cacti, palo verde trees, euphorbia, bromeliads, and many other 

species. A few pictures below from her garden are an example of how beautiful a dry garden 

can be. And many of the low water plants that fall into this category can be grown in our 

areas. Ruth was active in the planning and maintenance of her garden until her passing on 

November 26, 2017. (Yes she was an octogenarian!!!) The garden lives on and is maintained 

and managed by the non-profit The Ruth Bancroft Garden. If you would like more 

information and are interested in visiting the garden, you can visit the website at  

www.ruthbancroftgarden.org (where the information for this short article was found as well) 

and there is a beautiful book entitled “The Bold Dry Garden. Lessons from the Ruth 

Bancroft Garden” written by Johanna Silver which you may be able to reserve from your 

local library and is also available on Amazon. Maybe we should make this a field trip 

destination! 

 

 

 

        

 
 

http://www.ruthbancroftgarden.org/


    Even though we are now in the rainy season, continue to monitor irrigation needs in 

your garden. We may experience weeks (sometimes months in drought years) when we have 

little to no irrigation. So remember to check your plants around the base to see if the soil 

has dried out and consider watering during these periods of dry weather. Also check your 

plants that are in pots which tend to dry out quickly and especially if they are under eaves. 

Also check your pots to see if they are water logged during wet periods. If you notice that 

there is standing water in your pots, check the drainage holes to see if the roots have 

blocked drainage. If this has occurred, it is time to repot your plants and to discourage 

roots from growing through the drainage holes, always place your pots on pavers, bricks, or 

something solid to keep your pots off direct contact with the soil.    

     Now is a good time to clean and sharpen your garden tools. Replace any broken tools. 

Sharpen and oil your hand pruners. If you need guidance on how to sharpen tools, there 

are many good videos that can be viewed on Youtube.com   If a lawnmower is used in your 

garden, take your mower in for maintenance so it is ready for spring use.   

     Continue to monitor for frosty nights and protect your frost sensitive plants.  

     Pruning of your fruit trees can begin once the trees have dropped all of their leaves. If 

you have any pest or fungal problems with your fruit trees, you can spray with a dormant 

oil for pests and a sulphur or copper based spray for fungal issues. Spraying should be 

done directly after pruning. And remember that anytime you are using any chemical spray, 

be sure to read and follow label directions and wear protective eyewear, gloves and 

clothing.  

    This is a great time of year to gather foliage for holiday décor. Flowers in bloom at this 

time can include camellia, viola, pansies, Iceland poppies, stock, snapdragon, and 

hellebores. Greens can include pine and cedar boughs, eucalyptus, acacia, toyon, and 

magnolia. Use your creative side and create a beautiful bouquet gathered from your own 

yard!!     

In the veggie gardens:  You can plant seeds for radishes, carrots, onions, and peas.  Plant 

onion sets and plant starters of asparagus, bok choy, kale, leaf lettuce, mustard and 

potatoes.  

 In the ornamental/flower gardens: You can continue to plant bedding plants such as 

pansies, snapdragon, primrose and viola to provide some color!  

 

 

References:    Northern California December To-Do List, Fine Gardening, 

www.finegardening.com  

                      “Gardening Month by Month in Northern California”. Bob Tanem and Don 

Williamson                        

Happy Gardening!!! 

 

 

http://www.finegardening.com/


 

December 13, 2023 Meeting     

     The December meeting will be held at the historic Murphy’s Hotel located at 457 Main 

Street in downtown Murphy’s. Phone number is 209-728-3444.  The Murphy’s Hotel has 

been in operation since 1856. The hotel also has a dining room and a saloon. If you would 

like to more about the hotel their website is www.murphyshotel.com  

    There will be no speaker for the December meeting. However there will be lots of 

merriment and fun Christmas games for all to enjoy. HoHoHo!!! 

      Now this is very important…If you plan to attend, the luncheon will be a plated affair. 

So please choose from the following three delicious main entrees and then call Laura 

Baughman at 1-650-588-8620 to let her know your choice. 

Grilled Salmon with rice pilaf and veggies, Chicken Marsala with mashed potatoes and 

veggies, or Mushroom Wellington with rice pilaf and veggies….Bon Appetit!!     

     Hostesses for the December meeting are Elizabeth Novello and Judy Weddle. Thank you 

ladies! 

     Opportunity will be provided by Elaine Shaffer, Patti Corcoran, and Chris Lestanguet. 

Thank you as well ladies! 

    Check in is at 1000 am and meeting is to begin at 1030 am.  Please remember to send in 

your $30.00 luncheon fee no later than November 30, 2023. And also could you please 

include in the check memo line what the check is for as this would be very helpful to Candy 

our treasurer. Checks should be mailed to CCGC, PO Box 646, Angels Camp, CA 95222. If 

you happen to miss the deadline please text Candy Myers at 209-559-5195 to make 

arrangements.  Hope to see everyone there!! 

 

     And now for some acorn lore, history and life lessons…….The following was submitted 

by one of our newer members Catherine Cizaro. Thank you! 

Acorns 

     The acorn is the Celtic symbol for Zeus and the Roman symbol for Jupiter. Many Celtic 

and Roman goddesses, including Artemis and Diana, were frequently carved wearing acorn 

necklaces. The acorn was considered a talisman to ward off evil spirits and was under the 

protection of Cybele, Goddess of Nature. 

     They symbolize good fortune, prosperity and youthfulness.  Some believe that carrying 

or wearing an acorn can prevent aging. Acorns’ association with good fortune dates back to 

Norse mythology, where the acorn represented the might of the oak tree and its ability to 

withstand lightning. 

     The little acorn teaches that “everything you need to become great is already within 

you.” The journey of the tiny acorn to a mighty oak tree is a perfect metaphor for the 

journey every person makes in life. Just as the little acorn must learn how to break away 

from that which does not help it grow, so too must we.  

http://www.murphyshotel.com/


 

 

 

 

 

    

      And a little bit about a popular plant that is not a flower but which has very festive 

bracts (leaves).   

Poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherima) 

     The poinsettia is in the spurge family of Euphorbiacea or as commonly called-

Euphorbias.  

     Poinsettias are native to Mexico and Central America 

     The English name Poinsettia derives its name from Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first 

United States minister to Mexico who introduced the plant to the US in the 1920’s. 

     In their native habitat, poinsettias grow as small shrubs or trees and can reach heights 

of up to 13.1 feet. 

     According to Poison Control ( www.poison.org )although widely thought to be toxic to 

humans and animals, poinsettias if ingested are not fatal but can cause a mouth rash and 

an upset stomach. The leaves and stems when disturbed ooze a milky white sap (as most 

euphorbias do) that is irritating to the skin and may cause a rash-avoid contact with eyes 

and mouth. Prevention tip from Poison control is to place plants where children and pets 

can’t reach them. 

     Every Christmas season in the United States, 70 million poinsettias of many cultivated 

varieties are sold.  

     Caring for a poinsettia indoors: 

     Ideal temperature is 65-70 degrees F. Damage to plant occurs below 50 degrees F. 

Freezing temps kill the plant.  

     Water when soil feels dry to touch-never allow poinsettias to become so dry that they 

wilt. Assure that the pot has good drainage. Remove foil wrap and water allowing the pot to 

drain thoroughly-this is best done in the sink. Keep soil moist-not soggy. 

                 Enjoy those beautiful bracts!!!! 

Reference: www.wikipedia.org  ,Poison Control, University of Minnesota, 

www.extension.umn.edu  

 

                                                  

 

http://www.poison.org/
http://www.wikipedia.org/
http://www.extension.umn.edu/


Field Trips 

     And since we are on the subject of Poinsettias…here is some great information from 

Field trip coordinator Judy Weddle regarding a visit to a poinsettia nursery. Thank you 

Judy!! 

I've contacted Duarte's Nursery in Hughson about when a good time would be to visit them. Sandy, 
the gal who works there said anytime is fine, but maybe next week or the last week of November 
would be better because they really start to get busy in December. I'm looking at Thurs., Nov. 30th or 
Wed., Dec. 6th. We will meet at Angels Camp at the Starbucks/ Round Table parking lot and carpool, 
leaving at 10:00. I do need to hear from people about the best day to do it though. The prices of 
their Poinsettias range from $12.00 to $65.00. From what I've heard they have a gift shop also.   
There is also a smaller family-owned Nursery called Hollandale Nursery that is located at 12609 
Hibbard Rd (off Harney Lane) in Lodi. Their prices range from $5.00 to $25.00. When I talked with 
them, they had just had a garden club in there yesterday and were happy to hear we may want to visit 
them. Since everyone has such a busy schedule, the sooner I hear from people, the better.  
 
Whenever and wherever we go it will be fun. Please contact me to let me know your preference. 
Judy 
209 -754-4706 
 
And here is some information for Duarte’s 
 
Duarte Poinsettias 
1555 Baldwin Road, Hughson, Ca 
209-272-2590 
Hours 9-4 Monday thru Saturday 
10-4 Sundays 
www.poinsettias@duartenursery.com 
Open for poinsettias to sell on Saturday November 11, 2023   

 

Rusty’s Rose Garden Work Days 

     Beginning this month, there will be a workday each 3rd Thursday of the month at 

Rusty’s Rose Garden located at the Calaveras County Fairgrounds, 2465 Gunclub Road, 

Angels Camp. These workdays are designed to have any or all members who wish to help 

maintain the roses and the garden gather together and work to keep the garden looking 

beautiful! We will meet at 900 am and end by 1100AM. If you would like to attend, just 

show up, dressed for the weather and for working with roses. Please bring appropriate 

gloves (long sleeved if possible). Also bring tools that we would use- hand pruners for sure 

and loppers.  Also if you would like you can bring a sack lunch and a folding chair, we can 

spend a little time afterwards sitting beside the beautiful roses. This is all weather 

permitting-so if it is raining the day of then the workday will be cancelled. We will notify 

members by email if there is to be a cancellation. If you have any questions please contact 

Diana at 209-403-6114 call or text or email at runner2056@gmail.com.  Here are the dates 

for the next 3 months: 

       January 18, 2024-we will be cleaning up the garden by removing all old leaves and 

debris on the ground, removing weeds, and we will begin to prune the roses by removing 

dead wood and any suckers that emerged.  

http://www.poinsettias@duartenursery.com
mailto:runner2056@gmail.com


        February 15, 2024-we will prune all repeat blooming roses and strip leaves from all 

the roses. Clean up and weeding continues.         

      March 21, 2024-we will feed the roses this month. Monitor for any disease or insect 

activity. Check irrigation system to assure working order.   

Looking forward to seeing some smiling faces out there!! 

Upcoming Events 

The Calaveras Master Gardeners have their demo garden open every Thursday 1pm to 5pm 

located at 891 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas. 

 

Sonora Christmas Artisan Fair will on Thanksgiving weekend November 24 and November 

25. See details below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to know about events in Calaveras County? You can go to the website 

www.gocalaveras for information regarding upcoming events, festivals, and things to do in 

Calaveras County. 

 

And on a final note…… 

     The deadline for submitting information that a member would like to have posted in this 

newsletter to include upcoming events, suggestions for articles, etc.. is the 17th of the 

month prior. For example, for the January 2024 issue, kindly email Diana with the info by 

December 17th, 2023.  Email address   runner2056@gmail.com 
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     “He who marvels at the beauty of the world in summer will find equal cause for wonder 

and admiration in winter.” 

-John Burroughs 

 

 

Calaveras County Garden Club, Inc. 

PO Box 646, Angels Camp, CA 95222 

 

 


